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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

God of greatness, higher than the
Heavens, may Your Name be praised.
Lord, You fill our lives with good
things. Fill our lawmakers with a rev-
erence for You that will empower them
to stand for right, whatever the con-
sequences. Influence their thoughts,
words, and actions, and Kkeep them
from the roads that lead to disunity.
Lord, give them courage and resolve to
glorify Your Name as they trust the
unfolding of Your loving providence. Be
their strength and shield this day and
always.

We pray in Your powerful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

Mr. PERDUE. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

Senate

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PERDUE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE ACT—
MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to S. 1.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 1, S. 1,
a bill to approve the Keystone XL Pipeline.
ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that Senators
be permitted to speak as in morning
business for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SCHEDULE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday the Senate passed a bipartisan
terrorism risk insurance bill and sent
it to the President for signature. We
worked with our colleagues in the
House and on the other side of the aisle
to quickly process that bill in a timely
manner, and I thank the Speaker and
all Members of the Senate for granting
unanimous consent to set up those
votes yesterday.

This morning we will continue to de-
bate the motion to proceed to the Key-
stone bill. Chairman MURKOWSKI and
several members of the energy com-
mittee will be here to talk about this
bipartisan infrastructure bill.

The

No votes are scheduled for today, but
we will have a cloture vote on the mo-
tion to proceed on Monday night. It is
my hope that Chairman MURKOWSKI
and Senator CANTWELL can begin the
amendment process under the regular
order. Unfortunately, some of our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
continue to block our effort to even get
on the bill, and therefore the cloture
vote on Monday is required.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I am
here this morning to once again talk
about the Keystone XL Pipeline, the
legislation we will be voting on next
week. We will be voting on cloture on
the motion to proceed to the legisla-
tion. Then, hopefully, we will be debat-
ing that bill and offering amendments,
which is exactly what we are supposed
to be doing in this Chamber.

On Thursday, yesterday, we had a
hearing on the bill. In that hearing we
brought the bill forward. It is a bill I
have authored. JOE MANCHIN is the lead
Democratic cosponsor. We have 60 co-
sponsors on the bill. So we have strong
bipartisan support. It is the Keystone
approval bill. Essentially, what it does
is under the commerce clause of the
Constitution of the United States,
which authorizes Congress to oversee
trade with foreign countries, we ap-
prove the Keystone XL Pipeline cross-
ing the border from Canada into the
United States.

A lot of people do not realize the
pipeline carries domestic o0il from
places such as North Dakota and Mon-
tana—the Bakken region of our coun-
try—to refineries, and it carries both
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